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A Reading Group Guide 

by Quentin Drummond Anderson 

Synopsis 
The Same Country follows Rupert Drummond, heir to a Dorset estate, from the last untroubled summer of 1914 

through to the uneasy peace of the war's aftermath. When war breaks out, Rupert rides to France with the Royal 

Horse Guards alongside Charles Stanier, a fellow officer who becomes the defining friendship of his life. The novel 

traces the regiment's war in close, researched detail — Mons, the retreat, the Marne, Flanders, the Somme, Arras, 

Passchendaele, and the 1918 Michael Offensive — while following, in parallel, the woman Rupert leaves behind, 

his family's estate, and the county they all belong to. 

Rupert's marriage to his childhood friend Elizabeth Ashcombe is forged in a wartime leave and sustained almost 

entirely through correspondence, while Charles Stanier — outwardly the more composed and capable of the two 

men — carries a secret he has guarded since he was seventeen. Their friendship deepens through repeated crises: a 

rescue under fire at Le Cateau, a confession made in a dugout, a near-exposure that could have ended Charles's 

career or his life, and finally a raid from which Charles does not return. The novel closes several years after the 

Armistice, with Rupert and Elizabeth's son given a name that quietly answers everything the war left unsaid. 

The Home Front: Elizabeth and the Drummond Family 
Anderson gives the home front nearly as much weight as the trenches. Elizabeth Ashcombe spends much of the war 

nursing at the convalescent hospital established at Coldharbour House, work that hardens her from the sheltered 

young woman of the opening chapters into someone who insists on being told the truth rather than protected from it 

— a demand she makes of Rupert directly, in the field below Drummond Hall, on his first leave home. Rupert's 

mother, meanwhile, is transformed by her work on the Dorset County Comforts Committee, moving from 

organising knitting circles to lobbying the Ministry of Pensions on behalf of wounded villagers, and arriving, in her 

sixties, at what she calls the first political conviction of her adult life. 

The estate itself is under its own kind of siege. The Colonel's letters to Rupert chart the practical cost of the war on 

Drummond Hall — rising wages, lost tenant income, the sale of the outlying farm at Bishop's Caundle, and an 

increasingly urgent question of succession should Rupert not survive to inherit. The arrival of the Women's Land 

Army in 1917, and the competence of land girls like Dorothy Cade, quietly rewrites the county's assumptions about 

who can run a farm. Threaded through all of it is Elizabeth's own insistence, in a letter to Rupert, that she married 

him for himself and not for the future disposition of the Hall's acreage — a claim tested and ultimately vindicated by 

the birth of their son in 1921, which resolves the succession crisis the war had made newly urgent. 

Taken together, the home-front chapters make the case that the war was fought, in its way, in Dorset as much as in 

Flanders — in ledgers, committee rooms, hospital wards, and hayfields — and that the women who ran that second 

war deserve to be read as more than a backdrop to the men's story. 

Rupert and Charles 
At the novel's centre is the friendship between Rupert and Charles Stanier, a bond that survives — and is repeatedly 

tested by — the pressures of command, grief, and concealment. Charles has hidden a part of himself since he was 

seventeen, long before the war gave him, as he puts it, "an excuse to stop minding whether the carefulness was 

worth the cost of keeping it up." His eventual confession to Rupert, and Rupert's unconditional response, becomes 

the emotional turning point of the book. A near-exposure late in the war, and Charles's death in a raid he insists on 

leading himself, both read as the culmination of a life spent giving everything to others while permitting almost 

nothing to be given back. 

Anderson leaves deliberately open whether Charles's feelings for Rupert went beyond friendship — a question the 

text raises without ever answering. Attentive readers may notice, for instance, that Charles addresses Rupert almost 



exclusively by surname, in keeping with the convention of the period, except in a handful of unguarded moments — 

most notably in the ditch at Le Cateau, where a slip into "Rupert" costs him something he immediately tries to cover 

with a joke. It is a choice that rewards a second reading. 

Themes for Discussion 
● The cost of composure — what it takes to appear steady for other men's sake, and who is allowed to break. 

● The parallel war fought at home — nursing, committee work, farming, and estate management as forms of 

service history rarely credits. 

● Secrecy and its price — what Charles's concealment costs him, and what it costs Rupert to keep his secret. 

● Continuity and rupture — the Hall, the hunt, and the land as things that must be actively maintained rather 

than simply inherited. 

● History as unfinished business — how private truths, once buried, eventually surface, whether in a 

confession, a name, or a citation. 

Discussion Questions 
1. Elizabeth tells Rupert she would rather be trusted with the truth than protected from it. Does the novel bear out 

her claim — and does Rupert ever fully live up to it? 

2. Mrs. Drummond's political awakening happens almost entirely off the battlefield. What does her arc suggest 

about where the "real" war of the novel takes place? 

3. Charles tells Rupert he has "been careful since I was seventeen." How does the novel use the language of 

carefulness and cost elsewhere — for Elizabeth, for the Colonel, for the estate itself? 

4. Do you read Charles's feelings for Rupert as romantic, as a friendship deepened past any ordinary measure, or as 

something the novel is right to leave unresolved? What evidence would you point to either way? 

5. The Colonel writes that stability is "a fragile, actively maintained achievement" rather than a fixed inheritance. 

Where else in the novel does this idea recur? 

6. What does naming Rupert and Elizabeth's son Charles accomplish, structurally and emotionally, at the novel's 

close? 

7. How does Anderson's research background as a military historian shape the texture of the novel — and does it 

ever come at the expense of the human story? 
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